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thy on name the Lord.”—Acts XI: 16. 


‘DISCOURSE, BY. ‘PRESIDENT JOSEPH r. ‘SMITH. 


Tux was ‘delivered President Smith, at 
Bear Lake Stake Conference, Paris, Idaho, Sunday, November 11, 1895. 
5 will take the liberty to read a few words from the New Testament: 


ny Fat Mal dan ese that I am He, and that I do n g of myself, but 

as BY, th taught me, I speak these th any 
He pits sent me is with me: — Fathe hath not left me alone; ; 


As He — — believed on Him. 


my word, then are ye my isciples in deed, | 
d ye shall know the hte ‘the shall make you 
braham’s seed, and were never in bondage 
10 any man; how sayeat Thon, ve shall be made free 
Jegus answered them saying Verily, verily, 1 say unto you, shasoever 
committeth sin is the servant o t of sin, 
And the servant abideth not in a the house for ever: but the Son abideth 
ever. 10 
theSen: — you free, ye shall be free indeed. 
I know gee but ye seek to kill me, because my 


word hath n 
po ak ths hat which ot be have seen with my Father: and ye do that which 


ye babes — with your father. 
They answered and said antl Rin Abraham be Jesus saith 


Abe them, - if ye were Abrahams children, ye would. do the works of 


raham. 
But now ye seek to kill me, a man that have told you the truth, which 


I have heard of God: this did not Ab 
Ye do the deeds of your father. Then ssid they to Him, we be not born 


of — we have one Father, even 
Jes into. them, if 


"ded were your Fe Father, ye would love me: for 
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I proceeded forth and came from God; neither came I of e but He 
sent me. 
bebo do ye not understand my speech? even because ye cannot hear my 


wo 
Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye — = 


He was a murderer from the ing, and abode not in the truth 
cause there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he — et of 
his own: for he is a liar, and the — of it. 

And because I tell you the truth, ye believe me not. 

Which of you convinceth ; qe of ein! And if I say the truth, why do ye 


not believe m 
He that is o of God n God’s words: ye far a hear them not, be- 


cause ye are not of 
Then answered the Je ews, and said unto Him, say we not well that thou 


art a Samaritan, and hast a devil? 
I call your special attention to these two verses: 


Then said Jesus unto those Jews —— b believed on Him, if ye 3 


in my word, then are ye my disciples ind 
And ye shall know the truth, and the see shal] make you free. 


I do not know that I shall speak to this text; I may speak a ua way 
from it; but I have read these passages of Scripture this morning that we 
may, if we are led by the good spirit, reflect upon the words that Jesus 
spoke and the truth which is conveyed therein. For we are told that if 
we continue in His word, then are we His disciples indeed; and we shall 
know the truth, and the truth shall make us free. We are also told that 
he who is in sin is a servant of sin, and if he be a servant of sin, then he 
cannot be free; but if a man receive the truth and abide in it, he is no 
rn ee mean in the house of God, because the truth 
hath made him free. Then if we are members of the house, and if we 
oontinue in the word of God we are His disciples ; ; and we shall know the 
truth, and to know the truth and abide in it, is freedom. But he that has 
not freed himself from sin is in bondage to sin, and is therefore the ser- 
vant of him who is the master of sin and the father of lies; and he cannot 
be free so long as he continues in that bondage. : 

The object we have in view is to learn the truth; for itis the truth that 
will make all men free—free in this life, free in the life to come, like the 
Son of God; not a servant, but a son and heir, a joint-heir with Jesus 
Christ, and entitled to the blessings of the Father's house—the blessings 
of peace, of love, of charity, of righteousness, and of humility before the 
Lord, loving one another and seeking to do good one to another, and thus 
endeavoring to build up the Zion of God in the land to which He led our 
fathers and some of us who are still living; for it happens that I am one 
who was led to this land; and though a child at the time, yet I was led 
here by the hand of Providenios; and by the blessing of the Almighty I 
have been preserved as one of the children of God in this goodly land. 
Those of the people who were not led here by the Spirit of God, but who 
have been so fortunate as to be born in this land, are still under yay same 
obligations to serve God and to work righteousness as those who have 
been led here. So far as that is concerned, there should ‘be no difference 
in regard to our fidelity to the truth or our obedience to the commands * 
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God. Wejshould all be one in works of righteousness. If there can be 
any difference at all between those who have been led here and those who 
have been born here, the latter should be a little in advance of those who 
have come here from abroad. For many of us that have come from the 
father-lands to this land which the Lord has chosen for the gathering of 
the people, have come with many of the traditions of our fathers clinging 
to us; and it is difficult sometimes for men who have been born, brought 
up and éducated in the ways of the world and the traditions of the fathers, 
to overcome those traditions and to bring themselves entirely into subjec- 
tion to the requirements of the Gospel. But the children that are born in 
Zion—who have the privilege of coming upon the earth in this goodly 
land unto which their fathers have been led, should be at least freer from 
these traditions and ways of the world than their fathers; and it should 
be easier for them to serve the Lord, to learn the truth and become free 
men, than it was for their fathers. For so long as any tradition of error 
clings to me and so far as I yield to the influences of that tradition, just 
so far I am still in bondage to that sin—for where the truth has been 
revealed and where men have the opportu nity to learn the ways of the 
Lord, error is sin. A man may err in judgment because of a lack of 
knowledge—to him that is not sin; but where the light is and men con- 
tinue in darkness, where the truth is and men continue in error, then they 
are under the bondage of sin and in transgression, and the traditions of 
the fathers hinder their progress to the extent to which they yield to them. 


Now, in the Gospel of Jésus Christ are taught principles of truth. The 


word of God is truth. There is no word that God hath spoken to the 
children of men for their guidance that is not true. And it is the business 
of men and women, especially those in this Church, to learn what is the 
word and will of God. When they have learned it, it is their duty to 
accept it in their hearts, incorporate it in their lives, and abide by it. 
Then they become the disciples of Christ in very deed. Then they shall 
know the truth. They shall not merely believe the truth because it is 
stated by one in whom they have confidence; but they shall know the 
truth, and the truth shall make them free. It is only the truth that can 
make men free. Sin and error will not; nor will tradition, unless the 
tradition be right and come down through the proper channel. There are 
holy traditions that have been transmitted to the children of men as well 
as erroneous traditions. One of the holy traditions that have come down 
from Adam to the present day is, that there is a God in the heavens, and 
that He is the ruler of the heavens and of the earth; that He has sent His 
children upon this earth to inhabit it and to have a probation, as the 
prophets have told us in the books, that we might serve God and become 
conformed to the image and likeness of Jesus Christ, and be exalted into 
_ the presence of the Father, from whence we came. This is a tradition 

holy and true. It was handed down from the beginning of man—that is, 
from the beginning of man’s existence upon the earth. As to the begin- 
ning of creation, no man knows anything about that. It was “in the 
beginning” that God created the heavens and the earth, and if there is 
any man on earth that can tell me when the “beginning” was, then I will 
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tell God. „ it. 
But in the beginning of man's existence upon. this earth God taught him 
by His own presence, by the word of His on month. He walked and 
talked with him face to face, as one man walks and talks with another. 
That was the beginning of Adam's race upon this earth that we now 
inhabit; and from Adam down to the present there has been handed 
down from generation to generation the tradition that God did walk and 
talk with Adam face to face, and that Adam was placed upon this earth 
by the wisdom of the Almighty for a purpose. That purpose was a great 
and glorious one. Man is not here simply to eat and driak of the material 
elements that surround him, and then to die and be forgotten. We are 
here in form and feature like the Son of God, and He in form and feature 
is like the Father. We read in Genesis that God created man in his own 
image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he 
them.“ We are thus far in the image of God; but mentally, spiritually, | 
we have wandered far from Him. It was no more designed or decreed in 
the beginning that man should be like God physically than it was that he 
should be like Him mentally and spiritually; for a man is not entirely 
like God if he is only like Him in physical appearance. It takes some- 
thing more than this to make a man like Jesus Christ; for Christ had 
intelligence. He not only had intelligence, but He applied that intelli- 
gence in the doing of good and in the making of men free from the errors 
of the world and the evil traditions of the fathers. He declared in words 
of truth and soberness, “If ye continue in my word, then are ye my dis- 
ciples indeed; and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you 
free.” like God hein God is free. Why? Because 
He possesses all righteousness, all power, and all wisdom. He also possesses 
His agency, and His agency is exercised in doing that which is good, and 
not that which is evil. So no man can be like unto Him until he can 
subject himself unto that which is righteous, pure, and good, and until he 
can forsake error and sin and overcome himself. Choose ye. this day 
whom ye will. serve.” If we are like unto Jesus Christ, we will serve God, 
and say in our hearts, “Father, not my will, but. thine, be done.“ If we 
are like the Savior, we will say that he who would be greatest among you 
must be the least of all and the most subject unto the requirements of 
heaven, He that is most pliant and submissive. to the will of God shows 
the greatest wisdom among all men. He that sets up his opinion in 
opposition to the wishes and purposes of the Lord is of all men the 
farthest from God in that regard. Though he may be fashioned and 
formed in the image and likeness of the Father, yet he is most unlike the 
Son unless he can say in his heart, “Father, not my will, but thine, be 
done.” It is the will of the Lord that we should. possess this spirit, and 
understand this truth. It is true that there is to us but one God, the 
Father, and that all men will have to be subject unto Him and are re- 
quired to obey His commandments, in order that they may be free and 
the disciples of Christ indeed. 
There is a weakness in man—and as they say in the South, it is a power- 
to serve his own desires, to accomplish 
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his own purposes, no matter what: it costs to others Regardiess of the 
ambitions; bis desires for his own aggrandizement, and the promotion of 
his selfish interests. This is one of the errors of the age: It is one of those 
weaknesses that make man unlike his Master, separating him from God 
and the truth; and causing him to become a law unto himself. This is 
wrong. If I were to dwell in a community, and had no other: desire. 
than to build up myself and enlarge my own possessions, and by any and 
all means within my power, not stopping for a moment to consider the 
welfare of that community as well as my own, I should be considered truly 
and justly an unprofitable citizen, an unwholesome neighbor, and a useless 
member of society. Not only that, but an enemy to the people, because of 
acting regardless of their rights. And this would be the case with any 
individual. If individuals set themselves up as standards and follow their 
own selfish ambitions regardless of the rights of others and the well-being 
of the community in which they live, they may well be considered as people 
who deserve to have no place therein, but ought to be banished to some 


desert or other place where they could find only people like themselves, if 


such a thing could be. I am sorry to say that there is far too much of this 
kind of feeling in the world: In some communities it is, to use a vulgar 
expression, every man for himself and the devil for the rest. Men who 
act upon this principle are enemies to the people among whom they dwell 
unless all the people are like them, and then each is an enemy to the 
others. God never intended to build up in the midst of these mountains 

a community of this character. He did not call your fathers here for 
that purpose. You have not been born in this land for that purpose. 
We have been brought here and we have been born here that we may 
become good citizens; that we may become like unto Jesus Christ, that 
we may be made free by and through the truth. Every man that 
dwells in a community ought to conform his actions and his conduct 
to the welfare and happiness of all the people, and to the sacrifice of his 
personal ambitions and: desires, if necessary. He should be willing to 
sacrifice every ambition and desire that is not in harmony with the wel- 
fare of the/ people. I want to impress this upon the minds of this con- 
gregation, that the man who proſesses to be a Latter-day Saint and is 


not obedient to the rules and regulations of the Church, is an enemy to 


the Chureh and to the people of God; and be should change his course 
or be cast out of the Chureh and the hand of fellowship be withdrawn 
from him. Lou cannot: fellowship a traitor in your midst, whose only 
purpose in dwelling among you is to build up himself at the expense 
and ruin of his associates. } I regard a man that will sell liquor against 
the will of the people as one of this class: He is an enemy to the com- 
munitz. Especially is he an enemy to a community who have set their 
faces against such a thing, and who have expressed themselves against 


it. If the community in which a man dwells: say they do not want 


this evil in their midst, that man should conform to the wishes of the 
people, and he should not set up his sordid desire for gain against their 
will. If the entire people wanted whisky saloons, and considered them 
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necessary to their happiness, then that man would find a welcome heré, 
however pernicious the results of his business might be. In all communi- 
ties there are more or less of those who are inclined to the wicked ways of 
the world, and to those habits that are injurious to mankind; but when 
the majority of the people are against these evils, and they have expressed 
their will that these evils should not be tolerated in their midst, he who 
opposes their will in this regard, is an enemy to the people, and they ought 
to withhold the hand of fellowship from him. Not only that, but they 
should adopt such measures and take such precautions as will best preserve 
their children and the unwary, as well as those who are prone to iniquity, 
from being brought under the baneful influences of sucha man. A man 
who will conduct himself like this and set himself up against the will of 
the people simply for the paltry dollars there are in it; that man profess- 
ing to he a Latter-day Saint, is a viper in society, and should be spurned. 
and despised. I have never yet been able to see where there is the least 
justification in distributing an element among the people that will destroy 
their virtue, that will sap their substance, ruin their moral characters, 
destroy their peace and happiness, and sow the seeds of depravity and 
death in their midst. I cannot see the least justification for any man to 
deal in this liquid poison. There is no good in it to anyone, except to the 
man who dispenses the poison; and the good that comes to him from 
such a practice is certainly very questionable—indeed I cannot see that 
it is a good at all. Money gotten by this practice, which is based upon 
the ruin of others, is certainly obtained in a very questionable way; and 
the man who makes money out of the sale of nnn ni is in one 
respect a robber. 

Now, I am not a temperance lecturer. I “ee not shenight ani shout 
this subject. It has come to me; and I feel in my weak way and with 
broken words to protest against this evil in this community of the Latter- 
day Saints, because it is a wrong. On the principle that one man would 
be justified in selling liquor for the profit he gets out of it, another man 
would be justified in establishing a house of ill-fame. The man that sells 
liquor does it to make money; but those who patronize him do so to their 
own loss and hurt and to the bringing of sorrow to their hearthstones. A 
man who follows these questionable pursuits is an enemy to society, and 
he ought not to be fellowshiped by righteous people; for he is in sin. It 
is a sin to him that knoweth to do good and doeth it not. He is in the 
bondage of sin; he is not a free man; he would destroy the happiness of 
others and would rob the family of the means the husband or the brother 
earns for their support, to gratify his own ambition, to make money, and 
become in part if not wholly responsible before God. Therefore, he is 
injuring his neighbor and is committing a grievous wrong. Hence he is 
‘notfree. The truth is men should not engage in such occupations as these. 
They are not legitimate occupations; they do no good to any man or to 
any community; but they do harm to men and communities. There- 
fore, the man that conducts himself in this way should repent and forsake 
his sin; he should learn the truth een W 1 
disciple of Christ, and that the trath may make him f. 7 
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The man who ignores the Sabbath day is not altogether on a par with 
the man who keeps a saloon, or with frequenters of sinful resorts or with 
gamblers; but he is treading a forbidden path and it will lead him to these 
things if he does not repent. ‘The Lord has said, Remember the Sabbath 
day, to keep it holy.” It is a law of God, not only unto this people, but 
unto all mankind. The member of the Church who does not honor the 
Sabbath day and keep it holy is in transgression; he continues not in the 
word of truth; heis notin very deed a disciple of Christ; he will not know 
the truth, and the truth cannot make him free unless he does know it and 
live by it. The man that profanes the name of God is also a transgressor. 
Therefore, he is a servant of sin; a bondsman, and not a free man in the 
house of God. The man who neglects his prayers, and forgets to call upon 
God in the name of His Son in humble acknowledgement of the mercies 
and kindnesses of the Father unto His children, is also in the bonds of 
iniquity, and he continues not in the word of the Lord. And these com- 
mandments are given to all mankind, bond and free, black and white, 
Christian and heathen. The. law of God is to all the world and is appli- 
cable to every creature that is born in the image and likeness of the Father. 
The Lord “now commandeth all men every where to repent;” and if you 
repent not, then are you the servants of sin, and not free men. 
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_A balloon sent ap from Para recently attained the height of 1,00 tres, oF 9) mil, 


A species of crane called the agami is trained by the natives of British Guiana and 
00 tas foe which dogs wenally employed: It is said 


abandonment of gasbags and the adoption of large ont-stretched horizontal surfaces as 
means of sustaining the machinery and other burdens in mid-air. The most promising 
venture yet made with the aeroplane is that of Professor 8. P. Langley, secretary of the 
Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D. C. It appears that the professor s model was 
equipped with stationary wings having a spread of about fourteen feet, vertical and hori. 
zontal radders, a steam engine and some screw propellers, Precisely how his aerodrome, 
as he calls it, was launched does not clearly appear, but operations were conducted near 
and over a small lake or river; The statement given to the public assures us that the 
aerodrome described a series of spirals, and thus gradually rose. After a minute or two, 
when about half a mile had been traversed, the steam gave out, The machine then 
slowed up and began to settle gently. It kept right side up, and struck the water with- 
out injury, so that it was started afresh after it had sccumulated a little more steam. 
The ship rose above the tree-tope, and came down about a quarter of a mile away. A 
speed of about twenty miles an hour was developed. This, then, is a flying machine that 
flew. It preserved its equilibrium, aud landed without injury. Of course, the voyage 
was very short, the speed was inadequate to resist a high wind, and the burden lifted was 
trifling compared with that which had been carried up by balloons. Bat ann toot: of 
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dere JUNE 4, 1896. 


A 600 FRIEND GONE. 


Ox the 26th of May, 1896, Mr. George Riinaiten died at his residence in a . 
mont, Cheshire, England. The deceased had just turned 65 years of age 
the day before he passed away. In his departure the Latter-day Raitt 
lose one of their best friends. | 
Mr. Ramsden has been associated es e 
port for upwards of fifty years, and for many years our people have had 
business dealings with him in connéction with their emigration: affairs. 
During this time they have ever found him 4 man of integrity and honor. 
The mutual confidence that has continuously existed between Mr. Ramsden 
and our people is shown by the fact that for the last thirty years they 
have transacted their business without any written agreement; and the 
amount of business between them has heen by no means inconsiderable. 
For along period the Mormon emigrants who left Liverpool were numbered 
by the thousands each year. 
Mr. Ramaden was not only admired 8 business integrity, but was 
equally noted for his moral courage and whole-souled sympathy. In 1879 
the United States government through its Secretary of State, Mr. Evarta, 
sent a circular to severalof the European governments warning themagainst 
itting Mormon emigrants to leave their ports for the United States. 
Several of Mr. Ramsden’s friends engaged in the shipping business warned 
him of the risk he ran of having our people sent back should he attempt 
to land them in America; but this did not deter him-from booking them. 
He saw how unjust this measure was, and knew that it had its origin 
in prejudice and religious intolerance. He did not share the religious 
views of the Latter-day Saints, but his business connections with them 
for so many years had convinced him of their honesty and integrity, qualities 
which he highly treasured, possessing them as he did in so high a, degre 
himself. He had the courage to ignore the circular from the AmericanSecre- 
tary of State, and when the government officers put up posters on hisships 
stating that the Mormons would not be allowed to land in New York; he 
‘had these taken down and forbade distributing the circulars’ anon his 
passengers. To the American Consul he simply said that he was not will- 
ing to apply a religious test as to who should be, or not be, his pa 
That the Latter-day Saints, notwithstanding. the hostile attitude of the 
American government towards them during a number of years have not 
deen prevented from landing in Ameries is in a great degree due to the 
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minded gentleman: The Saints in turn felt gratefal:to him for His unself- 


ish labors in their behalf, and he has a host of warm and admiring friends 
“My dear good friend and the friend of my people.” This title he richly 
deserved. Thousands of the Latter-day Saints are familiar with his name 
esteemed and loved. 

The following account of his career is taken devin the Wallasey and 
Wirral Chronicle, and will be interesting to our readers. 

“Mr. Ramsden, who was born at Huddersfield came to Liverpool in 
the year 1845, entering the offiee of Messrs. Tapscott and Co., of the 
old Black Ball line of American packet ships, He remained with that 
firm for five years, during which period, by reason of his very exceptional 
business aptitude, he attracted the favorable notice of Mr. S. Guion, of the 
celebrated Black Star line of packets, by whom he was engaged to manage 


a portion of the passenger business of that firm. Eventually, owing to the 


skill and energy he displayed, Mr. Ramsden was entrusted with the sole 
management of the extensive passenger department of the line, in which 
position he evinced extraordinary activity and resourcefulness. He knew 
the various Passenger Acts of Parliament almost by heart, and was con- 
stantly referred to as an authority on their working. When the Black 
Star Company adopted steamships, and became the Guion Line, Mr. 
Ramsden’s labors were greatly extended; and at the period when the 
noted steaniships Alaska. and Arizona were ‘his’ ‘greyhounds of the Atlan- 
tic,” his activity was ‘at full strain. He had an extensive acquaintance 
with eminent personages— iplomatic, professional, etc.,—_who negotiated 
their trans-Atlantic passages through him. He was often sought out per- 
sonally by them to arrange for special comforts during the voyage, and 
their friendships, consequent on his considerate treatment, have continued 
through life. His charitable disposition was ever a prominent trait, though 


always manifested quietly and unostentatiously; and he assisted many | 


distressed persons and families by procuring for them free or reduced 
passages. His generous liberality often also found scope on this side of 
the water, and he was seldom appealed to in vain. He was repeatedly 
invited to. visit America, but his work in Liverpool held him so tightly that 
it was only so recently as five years ago, when in urgent need of rest and 
age, that he was at last induced to cross the Atlantic. He was very 
cordially received, as became the prominent part he bad taken in facilitat- 
‘ing communication between the old and new worlds; he visited many 
cities, and was made much of, but his visit was unfortunately cut short by 
| ng ill-health, and on his ‘return home he was laid up with a severe 
_ illness, from the effects of which he never thoroughly recovered. Even 
the collapse of the line with which he had so long been identified did not 
— down his indomitable energy. He was advised at this juncture to 
take the rest and retirement he had so well earned, but instead he threw 
himself with immense determination into the hopeless effort to revive the 
‘fortunes of the line, keeping the ‘Alaska and Arizona going for some time. 
He by the death of Mr. Guion, whose personal friend - 
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ship he had long enjoyed. For the past two or three years his ail- 
ment sorely tried him, involving as it did painful operations. The last 
took place about three weeks ago, and he never rallied from its effecte. He 
bore his affliction with the invincible courage and endurance that always 
distinguished him; meeting the end with calm resignation. Flags were 
hoisted half-mast at all the principal Liverpool shipping * as a m 
of the esteem in which he was held.“ 


1 PROPOSITION. 


THE proposition the Latter-day Saints make to the world is a a 
very fair one. They claim to teach the true Gospel of Christ; they claim 
to have divine authority to do so; they claim that the Prophet. Joseph 
Smith received this authority direct from heaven, and that the Church he 
was instrumental in organizing is after the same plan as that of the 
primitive church established by the Savior. While they prove from the 
Scriptures that they teach the same doctrines as were taught by Christ 
and His first apostles, they do not ask mankind to rely wholly upon the 
evidences of Scripture that are in their favor; nor do they expect 
them to trust entirely upon the declarations or testimonies of the Elders 
of their Church. They promise to all who are earnestly seeking after 
truth that if they will obey the simple requirements necessary they shall 
know for themselves that the doctrines of the Latter-day Saints are true 
—that they are the doctrines of the Savior. The requirements are very 
simple: all that is expected is that the humble seeker after truth exercise 
faith in the Lord, repent of his sins, be baptized for the remission of his 
sins, and have hands laid 0 pon his head for the reception of the Holy 
Ghost by one having authority to perform these ordinances... By. giving 
obedience to these few requirements he places himself in a position, to 
receive a testimony from heaven that he has taken the proper course, and 
that his actions are approved by the Lord. All he need do further is to 
ask God in humility for this testimony or evidence. | 

No fairer offer than this can be made to mankind. By making it the 
Latter-day Saint Elders, who are among the nations of the earth 
ing the newly restored Gospel, place themselves in a position w aa it is 
impossible for them to decive their fellow- man, because, as already stated, 
the latter does not need to depend alone upon the words of the Elders, but 
can get a knowledge for himself. This knowledge does not come from 
any earthly source, but is from the Lord direct to the individual. This, 
of course, implies that revelation is to be had in our day the same as it 
was anciently; but if we believe in the Bible it is not difficult. to. believe 
that this is possible; for God, we are told, is unchangeable and will answer 
prayers to-day as readily as at any other time. The Savior, Himself 
promised that “If any man will do his” (the Father’s “will, he shall know 
of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself. 

When a person receives a testimony through the whisperings of. the 
Holy Spirit it comes to him in such a way that he cannot doubt it. He 
need not forget it, for if he live a pure life it will remain with him, and 
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from time to time will be strengthened by additional nnn. and will 
be a oontinual source of comfort. and assurance. 

Not only is this source of obtaining knowledge concerning the work of 
God pointed out to those who are seeking for light, but it is insisted upon 
that they get this testimony from heaven to guide them in the course 
they are to pursue. By so doing the people are protected from imposition, 
and at the same time the Church is kept pure, for none but those who are 
honestly seeking for salvation will receive a testimony of the truth of the 
Gospel and be led to embrace it with a sincere motive. And should a 
person gain membership i in the Church for improper purposes he cannot 
continue in his sins and still keep his standing for any great length of 
time. It ave the Spirit of the Lord to keep a man * in the 
faith, 
The true year air Saint who is ever in the line of his duty need 
never bo in doubt or uncertainty respecting the work of God. By seeking 
the companionship of the Holy Spirit he can always find evidences to 
strengthen his testimony that the Lord is with this people. When he 
reflects upon the past history of the Church, if he is acquainted with it, 
he can find abundant proof that it has been sustained continually by our 
Heavenly Father, for there have been many times in its past history when 
it would not have been able to stand were it not for His protecting hand 
over it. It is not necessary at present to refer particularly to the many 
perilous scenes through which the Church has passed during its career. 
One thing that gives evidence of the overruling providence of God is the 
change of sentiment that exists throughout the world toward the Latter- 
day Saints. During the past few years they have been looked upon more 
favorably by the people of the world than they ever were before. This is in 
direct fulfilment of the prediction made by President Woodruff at the time 
of the dedication of the Salt Lake Temple, in April, 1893. No human fore- 
sight could have predicted with any certainty at that time that such 
should be the case. It was not apparent then that the people would be 
looked upon by the world with any great degree of favor for a long time 
to come at least. How long this peaceful condition of the Saints will 
continue to exist we cannot tell. It is pleasing to note that while it does 
continue and mankind are disposed to listen to the Gospel, the Saints 
are making the best-of the opportunity by trying to spread it with great 
diligence. The sending of so many missionaries into the world to proclaim 
the glad tidings of great joy, and that freely, without price, is an evidence 
of their earnestness and sincerity. This of itself should, and no doubt does, 
awaken a spirit of interest and inquiry in the minds of those acquainted 
with the fact; and if they are seaching after the truth it may lead them 
to he’ ot the Latter-day Saints. E. F. P. 
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‘NEWCASTLE CONFERENCE. 


Ta Conference of the Latter-day: Saints of the Newcastle 
‘Gonference convened in the West Pelton Co-operative Hall, Pelton Lane 
‘Ends, May 17, 1896. Meetings were held at 10:30 a.m., 2:30 ond 6 p.m. 
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uns igood attendance of the Saints: and a fair attendance of 
strangers at each meeting. Owing to the fact that several anniversaries 
were being held by the menibers of different churches, in the immediate 
vicinity, there were not: 80 visitors as 
expected. 

The the moraing were President Daniel Gtevent: 
Elders Z. T. Derrick, C. D. Smith, and A. H. Lund; in the afternoon, Presi- 
dent A. H. Lund, made brief remarks on the ame d ives med 
by Elders A. O. Woodruff (lately released from the German Mission) C. 
D. Smith, W. A. Thayn, and A. D. Robison; in the evening, Elders J. E. 
Thurgood, Jacob M. Weiler (also a the German 
sion) and President A. H. Lund. 5 

At the afternoon meeting the general au erde of the Church =" of 
the European Mission were presented and unanimously sustained. Elder 
Daniel Stevens was sustained as President of the Newcastle Conference, 
and the Elders in the districts assigned them, viz: Z. T. Derrick in 
Shields; W. A. Thayn in Stockton; C. D. Smith and E. D. Harrison at 
Newfield; A. D. Robison and C. E. D. 
ute and J. E. Thurgood in Ashington. 

President Daniel Stevens read the stdtiotioal report 
the Traveling Elders for the past five and one-half months, ending May 1, 
1896, as follows: Seventies 8; Elders 20; Priests 11; Teachers 8; Deacons 
8; Members 212; total officers and members 267. Tracts distributed 
35,338; Gospel Conversations 750; books given away 94; books loansd 
275; books sold 40; Saints’ houses visited 572; strangers houses visited 
405; regular meetings 202; cottage meetings 17; Sunday School sessions 
46; Mutual Improvement Association meetings 28. Baptisms 11;  confir 
mations 11; ordinations 7; administrations 85; children blessed 12; — | 
grated over eight years of age 3; under eight 2; removed 1; died 83. 
At 9a.m., on Monday the Elders assembled in Priesthood meeting, gave 
a report of their labors and listened to words of e _ 
counsel from President Stevens and President A. H. Lund. 

J. E. Clerk of Conference. 


2 


TON ‘VARIOUS MISSIONARY FIELDS. | 

P. Sunpwan, President of the Scandinavian Mission writes from 
Stockholm, under-date of May 21, 189828 ; 
Me have just held our Conference bere in Sted belen:: We it 

on Monday with our Priesthood meeting, which we held in two sessions, 
as we had so. many Elders present who spoke freely regarding their mis- 
sionary experiences, and testified about the goodness of God towardsthem. 
Conference visitors from the country and some of the Saints in this city 
asked for the privilege to be present at the Priesthood meeting, and this 
being granted, we had well attended meetings and we . an a 
time, the Spirit of the Lord being with us. L AHL 

Our conference meetings throughout have been well e ab we 
find that our premises here are getting too small, and we have not had 
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room for all who desired to be present. On Sunday evening there were 
many who had to return, not being able to gain admittance, our hall, 
adjoining: rooms and staircase being packed full of people. The reports 
have been encouraging and the work of the Lord is progressing in this 
part of the mission. Seventy-five persons have been baptized during the 
winter. Here, as in Christiania, there has been a richer. me n 
than for some years previous in the same length of time. 

We have three applicants for baptism for to-night, and the A 

and’ w. ones s writing from Lark Hall, Seotland, 
on May 25, 1896,say: 

We bave been holding a series 5 of open-air satiate and feel very ‘much 
aum in doing 80. We think there is a great deal of good derived 
from them, as in this way many who have never seen any of our trauts get 
a chance to hear the Gospel preached. At times we meet some opposi- 
tion and threats, but none of a serious nature. Last Saturday, May 16, ve 
held a meeting in the most popular district of the town. We commenced 
with singing and prayer. There were about three hundred assembled men 
and women. After reading the articles of our faith, one man commenced 
to shout out We know who you are: you are Mormons. Tell us about 
polygamy!” and continued to keep up a disturbance. We answered him 
that we had never said anything about polygamy, and that now we did 
not practice or preach it. We told him if he would keep quiet after we 
finished we would prove to him that the Bible taught polygamy. This he 
refused todo. There was so much noise and confusion that it was hard 
to speak, for quite a number insisted on us telling them about polygamy. 
The. police came and marched off with some of them, which caused the 
crowd to become quiet and we finished. They threatened to stone us out 
of the place if we returned again. On the following Saturday evening we 
went to the same place. We commenced our meeting in the usual way by 
singing and prayer. There were about two hundred there as soon as we 
began to speak. Men and women continued to come and crowd around 
us. Before we finished our meeting we had at least five or six hundred 
people listening, and had a nice, be time. The best of attention: was 


— 


“CORONATION. OF. ‘THE CZAR. 


Fon the fifth time in century. the. nation on 
26, 1896, witnessed the coronation and consecration of a new ruler. The 
actual rite within the walls of the Uspenski Sobor was seen only by some- 
thing under 1,000 individuals, but for days and weeks past the thoughts 
and prayers of the faithful-subjeets of Nicholas II. have been fixed on the 
Kremlin, the centre of all that is dear to the sons and daughters of Holy 
Russia. Here the coronation of the Czars always is and must be performed. 
Here forty years ago the grand-father, father 


of. monarch were erowned. 
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The Czar and Cvzarina made their triumphal entry into Moscow on May 
21, amid the thunder of artillery, the clanging of countless bells, and the 
cheers of a vast multitude of Russians and visitors from all parts of the 
world. Probably never has there been such an assemblage of peoples. 

It would be impossible to over-draw the splendid picture presented by 
the procession of that afternoon and by the illuminations of the three 
nights following. No money has been spared to make the coronation 
festivities memorable in Russian history. 

The Russian Government is said to have spent over £4,000,000 on the 
fetes and the city of Moscow is understood to have expended nearly: as 
much money. 

Some idea of the work done may be pained when it is stated that there 
were nearly 6,000 electric lamps shining from the celebrated tower of Ivan, 
over 10,000 from the towers or walls of the Kremlin and an equal number 
around the arsenal, the barracks and the guard house. 

The great Tower of Senatskaia was made brilliant with electric n 
of changing colors. The battlements were bordered with electric lamps 
and the Alexander Garden is decorated with illuminated kiosques.. 

The expenses which Grand Dukes and Grand Duchesses, foreign Prin- 
ces and ambassadors, etc., have been put to is enormous. One authority 
estimates that there was about £20,000,000 worth of Jewelry alone i in the 
procession of the first day. 

The carriages used by the French Envoys were the property of the 
Emperor Louis Napoleon, built especially for the christening of the Prince 
Imperial. Ex-Empress Eugenie allowed them to be sent to Moscow. Boch 
carriages are in Louis XV. style, with seven glass panels. Oy 

The Asiatic and other strange races represented in the procession 
attracted almost as much attention as the Czar and Czarina. They in- 
cluded Khivans, Finnlanders, Poles, Laplanders, Cossacks, Circassianse 

Tartars, Karepapaks, Bashkirs, Tcherkesses, Daghistians, 
Kurds, Chinese, Armenians and others, all in a rich n ot eee re 
costumes, distinguished by infinite color. ; 

The season of festivities had a sad termination. During the Weins 

of prizes and souvenirs to the peasants it is estimated that over 2,000 
persons were killed or injured by the people ann n other it in 
their anxiety to secure the coveted prizes. 

The Czar’s manifesto to his subjects on the occasion of his en 
remits all unpaid taxes in Russia and Poland, and the land tax for the 
next ten years is lowered to one half the former rate. It also pardons 
certain olasses of offenders, and sets them at liberty, reduces the time of 
servitude of others, remits or reduces fines imposed upon transgressors, 
and allows some of the Siberian exiles to return. | 


* MOVING MOUNTAIN IN FRANCE. 


A PHENOMENON which, from its remarkable W has attracted much 
attention in Europe, recently occurred in the departnient of Gard, France, 
where Mount Gouffre, » mass of rock 660 feet in height, suddenly gave 
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way at its base and began moving toward Gardon River, upon the left 
bank of which it was situated. The movement began on February 15, 
and on the 23rd the advance had destroyed the machinery in the pits of 
the Grand Combe Colliery and nearly a mile of the Alais Railway, and 
had deflected the course of the Gardon 64 feet. Six hundred persons were 
obliged to leave their homes at Grand Combe, and a water famine having 
been created, it becaine necessary to instal] an engine up stream to pump 
water from the river to supply tne inhabitants of the mining centre. On 
the 29th the mountain came to a standstill, but it is believed by engineers 
that this state of rest will be but temporary, and that the rocky mass will 
resume its motion, cross the Gardon, and finally abut against the mountain 
that skirts the opposite side of the river. Should this occur, very import- 
ant geological and topographical modifications will of course be made in 
the region, and it will become necessary to prepare new channels for the 
Gardon and Gord rivers. The cause of the accident is shown by the 
geological structure of the mountain, which consists of grit, green marl, 
limestone, and triassic rocks resting upon a deep bed of clay. These differ- 
ent strata dip at a considerable angle toward the Gardon. The mountain 
was therefore influenced by its own weight to follow the slope offered it 
by this inclined plane. The position was unstable and the danger immin- 
ent. Rain or the water of the Gardon must have infiltered and accumu- 
lated upon the stratum of impermeable clay, and such infiltrations will 
have disintegrated certain points of support of the mountain and led to 
its sliding, which was prepared for by the very arrangement of the ground. 
The noise made by the mass while it was moving is described as 3 


been frightful. 


NEWS. 
(Summarized from State papers. ) 


“ea May 18, an excursion train was run from Salt Lake City to Cardston and other 
towns located by the Latter-day Saints in Canada. About thirty persons from Salt Lake 
availed themselves of this opportunity to visit friends in that far off stake of Zion. 


A number of Mt. Pleasant capitalists were in town last week, says the Ephraim 
Enterprise, and it has just been learned that they located a power site in the mouth of 
Cottonwood Canyon. It is the intention of the company to furnish electric lights for the 
city and clectric power for manufacturing purposes. 

It is a rare thing for a baby of a year to make a journey over the many thousands of 
miles between Utah and Samoa without its parents; yet that is what little Hazel Moody 
has done; and soon abe started again for Thatcher, Graham County, Arizona, going by 
way of Colorado and New Mexico to her grandparents’ home. There is a pathetic story 
in connection with Baby Hazel Moody’s life—a story of love and devotion to the cause of 
Christ. In October, 1894, Elder William Moody and his young wife, Delia Williams 
Moody, left on a mission to the Samoan Islands, there to teach the people the truths of 
the Gospel. Arriving at Samoa, Elder William Moody took up his missionary labors, 
and his devoted wife aleo faithfully performed her part. The next spring—on May 2, 
1895 —Sister Moody became a mother. She had her little one blessed and given the name 
of Hazel. But when the babe had reached the age of 22 days it was motherless. 
Sister Moody died on the 24th of May, 1895. Last month came an opportunity for Elder 
Moody to send his darling child home, to be cared for by the parents of its departed 
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